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Collective for Architecture Lebanon
Collective for Architecture Lebanon (CAL) is a non-profit organization established in
2019 in Beirut. It is registered at the Lebanese Ministry of Interior under the number
8629/201.
Mission Statement
CAL aims to create a cross-disciplinary platform for discussion and debate between
the fields of architecture, design, urban planning and the humanities. As a platform, CAL will reach out to and engage various agents that hold crucial roles in
the development and dissemination of more comprehensive visions and discourses
surrounding these fields. Our primary target is the upcoming generation of young
professionals in order to empower them to pursue their research and planning endeavors, and translate them into concrete interventions. We aim to achieve this
through the organization of events such as lectures, conferences, exhibitions and
competitions. These in turn will involve various stakeholders across fields to come
together, debate and connect. The larger vision of the organization is to raise the
status quo of urban and territorial planning in Lebanon on the academic, practical
and governmental levels.
Objectives
1. Challenge and rethink the dominant Neo-liberal production of architecture.
2. Raise awareness and fuel debate around the importance cohesive territorial planning and vision.
3. Bridge between academia, practice, local authorities and the general public
through a multi-faceted design and planning platform.
4. Provide a platform through which strategies and proposals can be developed
and implemented to impact the current status quo.
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Executive Team
Shereen Doummar
Co-Founder
Shereen, is a practicing architect currently based in London. She heads her own
architecture projects working on a private residence in the Ivory Coast in collaboration with the Spanish firm Canales Lombardero as well as projects in the UK and
Lebanon.
She’s a graduate of the Architecture Association School of Architecture in London
and the laureate of the Renzo Piano building workshop bursary. She previously
worked with the UK based firm Jenny Jones studio and prior to that at REX in New
York and Zaha Hadid in London.
Elias Tamer
Co-Founder
Elias, is an architect currently based in London and Beirut. He graduated from the
Architecture Association School in London with Diploma Honors Nomination and
Commendation. He previously worked at Bjark Ingels Group (BIG) in New York and
several projects in Beirut.
Lyn Chamoun
Co-Founder
Lynn, is a product and jewelry designer, with her own interior design studio as well
as her fine jewelry line called Lynsh, currently sold in Beirut, London, New York and
Geneva. She graduated from Italy as an industrial designer and then worked in various design fields before starting her own brand.
Edouard Souhaid
Co-Founder
Edouard, is an architect and artist currently working in France and Lebanon. He is
also one of the main founders of MINAB, an art management initiative based in Beirut.He graduated from the Ecole Spéciale d’Architecture in Paris (Prix du meilleur
diplôme, mention special recherche) and pursuing his HMNOP degree. He works
as a freelancer on several projects including academic research and the relation
between the fields of Art and Lynn Chamoun.
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OMRAN’19 is the first edition of an architectural forum organized by the Collective
for Architecture Lebanon. It will take place at the Beit Beirut Museum, under the patronage of the Municipality of Beirut between August 21 and September 11, 2019.
OMRAN’19 will feature an exhibition and a two-day conference around this year’s
main theme “Architecture of the Territory”. It will bring together the various actors
that contribute to the architectural, planning, historical, social and political discourses in Lebanon. It seeks to trigger debates and conversations about the urgency to
rethink Lebanon’s national territory planning and its impact on the nation’s present
and future.
The national plan needs to be rethought as there is a lack of proper distribution of
capital, rampant inequality, lack of peripheral development, centralization around
Beirut, political and social confessionalism, outdated power sharing systems. All
of these issues negatively impact the planning discourse in Lebanon, to the extent
that Lebanon and Beirut are considered ‘unplanned’ – How does OMRAN respond
to this?
Academic work, research projects, photography, and installations will be part of the
exhibited material, belonging to alumni, students, institutions, organizations, photographers and artists. Presentations on their work to the public will form a central
part of the ensuing conference.
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EXHIBITION

The forum will showcase an exhibition with proposals of territorial projects in Lebanon that have been developed, researched and conceived across academic and
professional contexts. These includes proposals from essential institutions, organizations, young professionals, artists and photographers that are engaged across
the architectural, urban and political discourses.
The projects have to acknowledge relevant political, economic and social issues,
and address them through architectural and urban propositions. They can be design proposals, research projects, or installations that are expressed through drawings, images, models, video, texts or other.
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COLLABORATORS

Arab Center for Architecture
Arab Image Foundation
Charles Corm Foundation
T Sakhi Architects
LilMadina
Maria Kassab
Mona Hallak
Portal9 Journal
Public Transport and Train Network Organization
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CONFERENCE

The two-day conference will include key speakers, which are members from the
public and private sectors, academia, and the general public to further discuss the
main themes and questions posed by the territoriality of architecture. It seeks to
open the debate around the (re) organization of the Lebanese territory on various
scales. To rethink and challenge the dominant Neo-liberal production of architecture, and address the importance of a territorial plan and vision to ensure the nation’s future prosperity.
The conference will bring together various theoretical positions and expert points
of view regarding the organization of a territory under a governing body. The issue
at stake will not only be addressed from an architectural perspective (Infrastructure,
Public Spaces, Housing, Master Planning...) but also through the economic, social,
political and historical contexts that it heavily depends on.
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CONFIRMED ATTENDANCE
Adrian Lahoud
Dean of Royal College of Arts, London

CONFIRMED ATTENDANCE
Pier Vittorio Aureli
Architectural Theorist, Professor at Yale and AA School

CONFIRMED ATTENDANCE
Maria Guidici
Editor in Chief of AA Files, Professor at AA

CONFIRMED ATTENDANCE
Abir Saksouk-Sasso
Public Work Studio

CONFIRMED ATTENDANCE
Rania Ghosn
Associate Professor of Architecture and Urbansim at MIT
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LAU
Pr. Elie Haddad

Lebanese University
Pr. Mohammad Husni El Hajj

Beirut Municipality
Governor Ziad Chbib

AUB
Mona Fawaz

ALBA
Andre Bekhazi

Ministry of Culture
Mohammad Daoud Daoud

USEK
Paul Zgheib

Arab Center for Architecture
Georges Arbid

Order of Engineers and Architects
Jad Tabet
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Banque Libano-Francaise

FFA Private Bank

Ministry of Culture

MEA Airlines

/SPONSORS/

THANK YOU

